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Marr: XXV. 23. 


— Enter thou into thej joy if 2 Lord.” 


tween our dear departed brother 


5 meien was very great. And it was no 
ſmall expreflion of it on his part, that he 
could, amidſt the clear views he enjoyed of 


a better world, reconcile himſelf to the 


idea of abiding with you, for your further 
ance and joy of faith. But when his maſ- 


ter pronounced the words of our text in his 


car, all the remoras which love to ſurviving 


friends creates, vaniſhed; and he chearful- 


ly acquieſced. You, however, find it dif- 
ficult to acquieſce in this event, ſo joyful to 


him, but ſo afflictive to you. It is my duty 
to ſoothe your troubled breaſts, and to per- 
ſuade you to ſubmiſſion. Shall I to this end 


A - remind 


and you, my friends, of this com- 


as HE affectlon which: ſubüſted nds | . 


4 : 


1 


remind you, that it is the will as God ? You 


Eno it—you acknowledge it—you feel the 
force of the conſideration. But it is from 


another topic I mean to draw an argument 
to aſſuage your grief, even that very conſi- 
deration which in one view of it excites 


your grief; namely, the ſincere and tender 


love you bore to him. It was this argu- 


ment our Saviour uſed with his diſciples to 


reconcile them. to his departure, ” fe 
loved me, ye would rejoice, becauſe I 


ſaid, I go unto the Father.” (a) You loved 
your miniſter. His happineſs was your 


object. Perfect happineſs he now enjoys. 


Wipe up your tears then, and. ſhew 1 you 8 


love him, by rejoicing. with exceeding Joy 
on his account. And, indeed, how can you 
do otherwiſe, while you hear the bleſſed 


Jeſus ſay to him, in the preſence of angels 


and men, Well done, good and faithful ſer- 
want, thou haſt been faithful over a few things, 


vill make thee ruler over many things: 


5 aer rb into e Joy W* cd Lord? 


| The el from whence we ao taker | 
our text, was ſpoken by our Saviour but a 


few days before he entered on the fad ſcene 
=” -*| " ICH OI (14001 of 
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| 1 $1] 
of his laſt ni It was addrefied to 


the apoſtles, and admirably adapted to ani 
mate them to thoſe. arduous ſervices to 

which they were ſhortly. to be called. He | 
ſpeaks of himſelf; 255 * a man travelling i iny 


to a far country,” perhaps a prince to 


receive his crown; alluding poſſibly to the 


kings of Judæa and other neighbouring 
ſtates, who were accuſtomed to go to 


Rome, there to be inveſted by the Cæſars 
with the regal dignity. 80 he, having 
finiſned his work here on earth, took his 


journey to his Father's court above, there to 
be put in EE oh als go, hog: 


F 2 
%Y * 
* 


4 his e he tells as: ” de prince 
or nobleman, * called his own ſervants to 
him, and delivered unto them his goods: to 


one he gave five talents, to another two, and 
to another one, to every man according to 
his ſeveral ability.“ Five talents, if of fil 
ver, amounted, according to ſome, to up- 
wards of two thouſand pounds; if of gold, 


to upwards of thirty. A large ſum this! 


So Chriſt, when he aſcended up into hea- 
ven, entruſted his apoſtles and the ſeventy 


diſciples with great and extraordinary 
gifts, ſuited to their various characters, and 


„„ Az 5 ſtations 
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tereſts in the world. But his views were 


extended farther than to his immediate diſ- 


ciples, even to a ſucceſſion of miniſters, 
who ſhould be employed to publiſh his goſ- 
pel to the end of time. All the abilities 


therefore with which ſuch miniſters are in- 


veſted, of every age, country and denomi- 


nation, are to be confidered as derived from 
him. Yea, it may be affirmed of Chriſtians 


in general, and indeed of all men, as they 


are in a ſenſe his ſervants; that the talents. 

they poſſeſs, be they of what kind or de- 
gree they may, they receive them from 
him, and are accountable to him for their - 


e or abuſe of thee. 


| The: Wan —— Then he that 2 


had received the five talents, went and 
traded with the fame, and made them other 


een He that had two did the ſame, 
and gained other two. But he that had 
one, buried his talent in the earth, and 
made no improvement of it at all.“ It is 
natural to obſerve here, that God beſtows 


various talents upon men in general, 


upon men profeſſing religion, and particu- 


, 1 miniſters, whom our \ Saviour 
ſeems 


4 
85 


ſtations in the church, for the purpoſe of 
erecting his kingdom and promoting his in- 


2 


1x93 


— to have principally i in his eye in a this 
| -parabl . Theſe laſt he has diſtinguiſhed 


from each other by diverſities of gifts, or 
gifts in different degrees, Some excel in 
judgment, ſome in imaginatjon, ſome in 
elocution; ſome in this, and ſome i in that 70 
branch of uſeful learning; ſome in know- 
ledge and patient application to ſtudy, and 
ſome in talents of a more public and popu- 
lar kind; ſome in prudence and diſcern- 


ment, ſome in meekneſs and gentleneſs, and 


ſome in courage and firmneſs of mind. In- 
- deed it were endleſs to enumerate the va- 


rious natural and acquired abilities by which 
one character is diſtinftly marked from 
- another. But theſe gifts in all their differ- 


ent kinds, degrees, and combinations, are 
- conferred by Chriſt, the great head of the 
church, on thoſe whom he raiſes up and 
ſends to publiſh his goſpel in the world. 
When he aſcended up on high he re- 
ceived gifts for men, that the Lord God 


might dwell among them.” (2) And theſe 
_ perſons are qualified for various offices and 
| "RR of duty, whereby © the ſaints 


are perfected, and the body of Chriſt is edi- 
| fed. D 45 


18 


3 . Now, 
(a) Pfal. Ixviii. 18, Eph. iv. 8. 


K n 
Now, as in the parable, it was required 
ler each ſervant, that he ſhould i improve the 1 
talents with which he was entruſted accord- | 
ing to his ability; ſo it is required of every — 7 
ſervant of Chriſt, that he ſhould uſe the E 
gifts beſtowed on him according to his 
-ability, for the noble purpoſes of promoting 
truth and religion, the glory of God and 
the good of men. Happy they who keep J 
- theſe great objects in their eye! Unhappy nn 
they who, lofing fight of them, become KR 
-=flothful and negligent! And moſt deplor- - Þ® 
able indeed is their character, who profti- _ 
tute the talents they have received to tze 
opoſite purpoſes for which they were en 
-truſted with them! Let not, however, thoſe E 
© pious miniſters of Jeſus be diſcouraged who $ 
- poſſeſs only inferior abilities, ſince their "| 
- maſter, who is infinitely good, does not = 
expect that from them to which they are 
-unequal, and will certainly reward their 
earneſt and affectionate endeavours infinitely 
beyond their expectation. Nor let thoſe 
who poſſeſs ſuperior abilities be vain and * 
 ſelf-conceited, ſince the abuſe or neglect of 
them will expoſe them to the greater con- | 
demnation. . 251 
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„To proceed After a long time; ſays 
gur-- Saviour, the Lord of thoſe ſervants 
cometh, and reckoneth witli them.“ Chriſt 
is gone to a far country: and the time of 
his, abſence, if it be .underſtood-of the in- 
terval between his aſcenſion and his return 
to judge the world, may ſeem long. Near 
two thouſand years have now elapſed : 
| but © a thouſand years are with the Lord as 
one day, and one day as a thouſand: years.” 
He will, however, come——come quickly. 
and not tarry. And when he comes, he will 
reckon with his ſervants, call every one of 
them to account; and pronounce the ſen= 
tence of abſolution or condemnation upon 
them, with a ſolemnity not to be deſcribed 
or at preſent imagined by us. But his 
coming may be alſo interpreted of the time 
of each ſervant's diſmiſſion from this world 
to another. -So our Lord, comforting his 
immediate diſciples with the proſpect of 
| that happineſs they ſhould quickly poſſeſs, 

tells them“ he was going to prepare a 

place for them, and would come again, and 

receive them to himſelf, that where he was, 
there they might be alſo. (a) And it can 

. be doubted, that in that paſſage he 


3 t 


(a) John xiv. 3. 
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five talents more.” This ſervant, poſſeſſed 
as he had been of a large ſhare of his maſ- 


meant to hold up to their view an earlier 


period of happineſs, than*that which will 
commence at the reſurrection. At death 


then he comes, and then that ſentence is 


paſſed which ſhall be more publicly and 
ſolemnly e Se laſt on day. 


Well Erbe ns rettrding; our 2 | 


viour tells us, he that had received five 
talents, came and brought other five talents, 
ſaying, Lord, thou deliveredſt unto me five 


talents, behold, I have gained beſides them 


ter's goods, is not alarmed at the idea of 
his coming: he had expected it, he had 
wiſhed for it——He is ready. And © he : 


gives up his account with joy, and not 


with grief.” (2) He acknowledges he had 


received ſuch a portion of his maſter's ſub- 


ſtance, and without dread or embarraſment 
declares, and declares truly, that he had 
made ſuch and ſuch uſe of it. So every 


faithful ſervant of Chriſt will have a recol- 


lection at his diſmiſſion hence, of his hav- 
ing aimed to improve the advantages he en- 


5 ores to the ends for which _P were given 


him, 


(a) Heb. xiii. 17. 


him. His talent was not a to baſs 5 
and Indguitone purpoſes, nor yet buried in 
the earth, or hid in a napkin. He endea- 
voured to know what it was, he ſolemnly 
devoted it to the ſervice of his maſter : he 
_ uſed it, he read, ſtudied, prayed, preached, 
exhorted, was inſtant in ſeaſon and out of 
| ſeaſon, and went about doing good. All 
this he will remember, but not that theſe. 
his endeavours were without failure and 
imperfection: for this is not the fact with 
reſpect to the ſervices of the beſt and moſt | 
faithful of Chriſt's ſervants. We have all fad 


occaſion to lament, that we have left undone f | 


many things we ought tohave done. The fact, 
therefore, will be affirmed with great humi- 
lity, agreeably to our Saviour's own admo- 
nition in another place, When ye ſhall- 

have done all thoſe things which are com- 
manded you, ſay, We are unptofitable ſer- 
vants, we have done that which was our 
: duty to ö. A 


Now upon this report of the ſetvant, 
* his Lord faid unto him; Well done, thou 
good and faithful ſervant, thou haſt been po 
faithful over a few things, I will make 

| thee ruler over many things: enter thou 
40 " (a) Luke xvii. 10. 
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into "1 Joy of thy Lord.” What a bleſſed | 
commendation this of his paſt faithful la- 
bours ! What a glorious advancement this 
to tignity, wealth and power! The maſ- 
ter's . countenance, attitude and language, 
ſtrongly expreſſed his cordial approbation; 
and great muſt have been the exultation of 
the ſervant on the occaſion. In ſuch man- 
ner does Chriſt addreſs his ſervants when a 
cloſe is put to their labours here on earth, 
and. they are admitted to the full enjoyment 
of him above. And ſuch warm congratu- 
lation, I doubt not, your miniſter has re- 
ceived —_ his ene lips. 


Here we might particularly conſider the 
character and duty of miniſters, as ſer- 
vants the ſervants of a wiſe, able, and 
good maſter. We might point out their 
various qualifications, and the various ſer- 
vices appointed them. We might deſcribe 
the humility, cordiality, faithfulneſs and 
diligence, with which it is both their duty 
and intereſt to conduct themſelves. And 
we might repreſent, too, the diſcourage- 
ments and difficulties on the one hand, 
and the gratifications and pleaſures on the 
other, which uſually accompany their la- 


bours. So we might 89 on to peer of 
„„ e the 


„ ae 11 . 
the Sen nde they mall be bee 
with from the lips of their maſter anoth 
| day. Well done, good and faithful ſer- 
vant!” and to hold up to your view that 
authority and rule to which, in the'figura- 
tive language of the parable, they ſhall be 
advanced in heaven——* thou haſt been 
faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things.” To all which 
we might ſubjoin ſome conſiderations on 
the degrees of glory to be diſpenſed to good 
men in another world, intimated in this, 
or however in the ſimilar . parable . 0 
Luke. (a) But theſe are ſubjects we can- 
not now particularly diſcuſs. Our object 
is, to give ſome faint deſcription of the hap- 
pineſi to which the faithful miniſters 4 
- Chrift are admitted at death. He their kind 
and faithful maſter will ſay to each one of 
bore -pory Enter thoy Into the Joy of thy 
Lore, a 


Joy is a tumuſtuous kind of pleaſure we 
feel on the-ſudden acquiſition of ſome great 
and unexpected good. It is a paſſion capa- 
ble of being wrought up to a dende that 
words cannot deſcribe. But however rap- 2 

11114 ˙¹·¹ 1 


(4) Ch. xix. 1227," x 


L uw 4 Tu 

turous and ſublime the pleafures may 0 c 
which ſome enjoy in the preſent life, upon 
peculiar and extraordinary occaſions; they 
fall prodigiouſly ſhort of thoſe extatic joys 
which the faints poſſeſs in heaven. In 
thy preſence, fays the pſalmiſt, is fulneſs of 
joy, at thy right hand there are pleaſures 
for evermore. (a) And on account of the 
ſuperiority of theſe pleaſures, and any that 
are, or can be, enjoyed here; as alſo on ac- 
count of their being the reſult of all that 
is known, felt, and poſſeſſed i in that world, 
the word j joy is very properly put: for the 
ſum total of all the bliſs and glory of 
heaven. It is emphatically ſtiled THE 
| Joy.—The word is ſometimes uſed to ſig- 

nify a banguet. So the Septuagint render 
the Hebrew word hanguet by this very word 
joy, in the book of Eſther. (5) And to this 
idea the ph raſe of entering. into joy in our 
text may refer. A banquet of the moſt re- 
fined delights is prepared, and to this the 
faithful ſervants of Chriſt are invited, in- 
troduced and welcomed. "WES 


F arther It is che joy of tbe Lord, 
| 15 is, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. It is the re- 


ſult * his e and grace procured for 
us 


> 


yy! Pa, a. 1 (4) Chi ix. 17. mw, ape, 


1 ö _- 
us at che expence of his paſſion and death. 
For he wept and bled and died to obtain for 
us the forgiveneſs of ſin, acceptance with 

God, and all thoſe means whereby we are 
fitted for heaven. It / is the joy which he, 
as our forerunner, is gone before to prepare 
for us, and which he will actually put us 
in poſſeſſion of. It is the joy which ſprings 
from the contemplation of his glories, and 
the moſt intimate union and fellowſhip 
With him,———lIt is, in a word, the joy of 
| which we are to partake in common with 
him, and the reſt of _ happy n that 
e that world. 1 8 on he 
- val particular emphaſis, too, is laid upon 
* relation which they who are admitted to | 
this joy, bear to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. - 
'« Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 
Chriſt i is here to be conſidered in the cha- 
racter of a maſter, and miniſters as his faith- 
ful ſervants. He appoints them their 
work, he aſſiſts them in it, and he of his 
grace rewards their labours. And as he 
, with pleaſure recogniſes his relation to 
them, ſo he allows them with pleaſure to 
recollect that they have ſerved him. This 
idea, whilſt * * an that 


E 0 — vv Ä— 
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ä 
i they are - unprofitable ſervants, contributes 
not a little to the Joy here ſpoken of. 85 


b f are 70 enter into this} joy, to 
take a full and everlaſting ' poſſeſſion of it. 
The joy of the Lord now ſometimes enters 
mto their hearts, and makes them more glad | 
than they whoſe corn and wine and oil are 
increaſed. But then they are to enter into 
the joy of the Lord, to be overwhelmed, 
abſorbed, and as it were Wr up 1 in 


* 
Once more. All this takes place at the 
command of Chriſt himſelf. It is he that 
fpeaks theſe tranſporting words. Angels 
_ accompany the dying faint to the manſions 
of the bleſſed. They congratulate him on 
his arrival there. They tell the happy 
tidings to kindred ſpirits. And all feel an 
acceſſion of joy on the occaſion. But it is 
Chriſt himſelf, with his own gracious lips, 
pronounces this Euge, this welcome; this 
authoritative ſentence of love and ee 


Enter tbou into thej *Joy 8 25 . 


And dow 5 we proceed to. what we have 
3 principally” i in view, I mean, ſome faint de- 
Kription of the happineſs to which the 
. faithful 8 


t 


faithful miniſters of Chriſt are admitted at 


death. Faint indeed it muſt be:. for ab | 


how unequal are we to the taſk ! Yea, ſo 


weak are our faculties in the preſent ſtate, 


that were an angel to deſcribe heaven to us 


ſo as to be comprehended by us, even. his 
deſcription would fall vaſtly ſhort of what 


it really is. We are obliged to have re- 


courſe to ſenſible objects, to compariſons, 


and to negative ideas: for it is little, very 


little, in a poſitive way, that we can either 
affirm or underſtand. But we will not now 


dwell on the figurative language which 


ſcripture itſelf has adopted. We will not 
launch out into deſcriptions of a houſe, a 


city, a kingdom, a paradiſe, and all their 


pleaſing, ſtriking and magnificent appen- 


dages. We will rather content ourſelves, in 


conformity to the idea in our text and the 
intent of the parable, with a view of this 
Joy in a contraſted — comparative — and re- 


ative point of light. That is, we will 


conſider, it, firſt, as contraſted or oppoſed 


to all the painful labours which a faithful 


miniſter has endured in the ſervice of his 
maſter: ſecondly, as compared with all the 
comforts and pleaſures he has enjoyed in 


the courſe of his work: and thirdly, as it 


relates to the ſource whence it is derived, to 


"the: 
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the company with which it is ſhared, to the 


effects it produces; and the uninterrapved 
duration to WRT 1 it extends. 
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FI KST. Let us eppoſb the 9 the 
Chriſtian miniſter poſſeſſes, on his diſmiſ- 
fion hence, to the painful labours he had 
* endured i in the fervies of his maſter. 


Not to ſpeak nere of the eomtnon infir- 
mities and troubles of life, to which he is 
liable as well as others; an exemption from 
Which is a great occaſion of joy, and a re- 
collection of which makes a conſiderable 
addition to it: how many are the trials and 
afflictions, to which his character and pro- 
feſſion, unavoidably expoſe him ! His pro- 
per buſineſs is to ſtudy, read; watch, pray, 
preach, 'exhort, rebuke, counſel; and the 
like. Now we ſee him in his retirement, 
turning over his bible with aſſiduous atten- 
tion, enquiring into the evidence of its divine 
authority, ſearching its ſacred truths to 
the bottom, inveſtigating a thoufand hard 
queſtions, and labouring to collect every 
kind of knowledge that may ſubſerve the 
great purpoſes of his miniſtry. All his 

powers he exerts to the utmoſt, purſues 
truth with "RY patience, and ſtrug- 
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Now we ſee Mien | dealing lay: with” 
his own heart, judging himſelf, bringing. 
the word of God home to his own boſom 
examining his inmoſt ſoul by it, Dur ö 
ing to come at a juſt idea of his aims, views 
and motives, combating the evil paſſions 
of his breaſt, and ſtriving to rouſe into vi- 
gorous exerciſe all the devout affections of 
his ſoul. Now we ſee him Proſtrate at the 
feet of divine mercy, mourning over his ſe- 
cret corruptions, lamenting his many 
failures in duty, complaining of the un- 
ſueceſsfulneſs of his miniſtry Lord 
who hath believed my report, and to whom 
is thine arm revealed?” (2) And with 
ſtrong cries and tears imploring the 1 pe 
| aids of the ny Spirit.” 


SE 


7 
1 4 


5 Now, again, we fee kim entering on | bis: 
public labours with diffidence and trem- 
bling, ſtriving to approve himſelf to God 
and the conſciences of men, putting out all 
his ſtrength, reaſoning with clearneſs and, 
authority from the. "ep expoſtulating \ 
85 © . with 


(Ja liü. x. 


1 1 


with ſinners on their folly and unbelief, 
and earneſtly beſeeching them in Chriſt's, 
ſtead to be reconciled unto God; and ex- 
| horting:Chriſtians ; to their duty with tears 
of affection and fervency. Now comfort- 
ing them that are caſt down, then reprov- 
ing them that do amiſs; now. reſolving the. 
_ doubts of enquirers, then in meekneſs 
inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if 
God peradventure will give them repentance 
to the acknowledging the truth. (2) Theſe 
exerciſes, through various cauſes, ſome ani- 
mal and * N are often very trying 
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5 +, hg more: we e maſt follow him ah 
the church: of God into the, world. And 
what fad. ſcenes of guilt. and miſery is he here 

ſometimes the witneſs of, while. mingling. 

his tears with thoſe of the widow and father- 
leſs, the poor and the oppreſſed! while ſtand- | 
ing by the dying beds of, ſome, and following 
the remains of others to the cold and 3 
grave! How does the obſtinacy of impeni- ; 
tent ſinners, the anguiſh of dejected ſouls, 
the imprudence of ſome well - meaning 


8 e $99 th the ſhameful lives of hypo- ; 
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rltical profeſſors, chf Hint to "the very 
heart !——S0 © he ſerves the Lord with all 
humility of mind, and many tears and 
temptations.” ' (a)—So < he approves, him- : 
ſelf the miniſter of God in all things, 11 in I 
much patience, in afflictions, in neceffities, 
in diſtreſſes, in tumults, in labours, in 
watchings, in faſtings; by pureneſs, by 
knowledge, by. long-ſuffering, by honour 
and diſhonour, by evil report and good 
report; as a deceiver, and yet true; as un- 
known, and, yet well known; as dying, and 
yet alive; as chaſtened, and not killed; 
as ſorrowful, yet alway rejoĩcing; as poor, - 
yet making many rich; as having "— 
Ly yet poſing all n (C88 


| Now to all thats 1 exertions, ail. 
appointments and ſorrows the joys of hea- 
ven are oppoſed. When Chriſt pronounces 
the ſentence in our text, he in otber words 
ſays, © Be. there an end to hard ſtudy, 
cloſe watching, ſevere ſelf-judging, con- 
ſtant praying, earneſt N to ſtrug- 
gling, labouring, running, fainting, dying! 
Let every tear be wi iped away from his eyes ; 
and let there be no more death, nor ſorrow, 

5 5 1 E nor 


(a) Acts xx. 19. (92 Cor. vi. 410. | 


iy 


nor crying, nor pain : for the former things 
are paſſed away.” (a) To our pains in this 
life we owe many of our pleaſures, How 
ſweet is reſt to a labouring man !——<aſe to 
one tortured with the ſtone the joy of 


gaining his port to the mariner that has 


deen toſſed about on a tempeſtuous ſea 
the triumphs of victory to the ſoldier that 
Has charged legions of enemies, and foug ht 

his way to conqueſt through ſeas of blood! 
Oppoſe theſe and ſimilar ideas to each other, 
and you will get ſome faint notion of the 


bliſs of heaven, you will feel in a degree 


the emphaſis of this animating expreſſion, 
Fw Enter thou into the j Joy of the Lord.” = 


' SECONDLY. Let us compare the re- 


wards of a faithful miniſter, in another 
5 * with thoſe he receives in this. 


- Painful as the fined is to which Chriſ- 
tian miniſters are called, they are not with+ 
out their pleaſures. Much ſtudy is a wea- 
rineſs to the fleſh : but the acquiſition of 
knowled ge both natural and divine richly re- 
pays the labour endured in the way to it. 
% J have found,” ſaid the philoſopher with 


an extacy of 3j Joy, when he emerged out of 
: doubt- 


(ca) Rev. xxi. 4. 


= 


x2 


835 I 
doubtful enquiry into all the clear light of 
demonſtration. In like manner the ſervant 
of Chriſt rejoices, when . divine truth, 
burſting, like the ſun, out of the thick 
miſts of error and darkneſs, pours its glories 
upon his inquiſitive mind! But how i incon= 
| fiderable this pleaſure, in the preſent life, 
when compared with that which reſults | 
from intellectual attainments in the future! 
What joy, to find himſelf competent to 
the nobleſt improvements in knowledge, 
diſembarraſſed from every obſtruction in the 
purſuit of truth, and poſſeſſed inſtantly of 
his object without painful engage or ſul. 
Ds uncertainty ! 


Sad are thoſe 9 do in which the 
faithful miniſter is afflicted with doubts as 


i his ſtate towards God, aſſaulted with 


mighty temptations, and ſummoned: to a 
furious conflict with the frowns and flat» 
teries of the world, and the evil paſſions of 
his own breaſt. Exerciſes theſe, which, 
: | however hard to be endured, are the beſt 
preparatives for his public work, But the 
ſerenity, the pleaſure, the. joy which ſuc- 
ceeds to theſe troubles, is ſometimes very 
reat. © I will triumph in the Lord, ſays 
*. I will glory in the God of my ſalvation. 
| 0 | N 


Thou haſt turned for me my mourning into 
dancing; thou haſt put off my ſackcloth, — I 
And girded me with gladneſs.” (2) But this 
Joy falls vaſtly ſhort of that with which 
Be feels himſelf overwhelmed on his admiſ- 
ſion to paradiſe. Every the moſt remote 
jealouſy as to his intereſt in the divine fa- 
vour vaniſhes. © Every poſſible temptation | 
to fin ceaſes. Every corruption that had 
teaſed and vexed him, not only loſes its do- 
minion but its exiſtence alſo. TIE knows 
that God is his friend, and that not a doubt 
on the matter ſhall ever more diſturb his 
peace. He feels his ſoul irradiated with 
divine light and love, without the moſt diſ- 
tant apprehenſion of the diminution of his 
bliſs. The rapturous joy infinitely exceeds 
what he had poſſeſſed in his brighteſt hours, 
thoſe golden moments in which he had en- 
joyed the moſt intimate communion with 
heaven. The countenance of Moſes, wWho 
there ſits near the throne of God, is far 
more ſplendid than it was when he deſcended 
from the mount to the Tſraelitiſh camp. 
And the joys that Peter, James and John 
there participate, far ſurpaſs thoſe on The | 
mount of transfiguration. 
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Great pleaſure. he ſometimes feels in 


ſcerving at the altar of the Lord, conducting 
the public worſhip of G 


ꝑrayers and praiſes of the church to. Heaven, | 


explaining and enforcing divine truth, and 


breaking the bread of; life. Here he is in 
his proper element. Deephy impreſſed with. 
the excellence and 1 im ortance of the golr; 


pel, his boſom glows with generous. ardour. 


for the glory of God, and the ſalvation of rh 


men. All the paſſions of pity, hope, love 


and deſire Kindle into a flame, yhile he is, 


intereſts, 
And his heart exults, with joy, while; he is 


pleading with them on their | 


2 3&4: 


laying, open to their, view the unſearchable 
riches of Chriſt. How. infinitely delightful: 


is his Huey now |. But the Pleaſure he en- 


11e 


* the. joy our Nee 5 1 


tion of that world is pure, ſublime and ex- 


rayed in veſtments waſnhed and made white 


in the blood of the lamb, he appeats before 
the throne of God, and offers the fragrant 
incenſe of joy and Praiſe, unmixed with 


ſighs and groans and tears. All is light and 
love and joy there. He | worſhips with 


the Dy and the underfnading. alſo;: (4) 


ts nor 


e Cor. xivn i5t. 


„ offeri ing, the wu 


N ll * 1 = 

nor W che ſervice interrupted by the feeble- 
rieſs'of animal nature, or diſgraced by the 
Knguors of expiring devotion. Again, how 
| happy does he feel himſelf, when ſur- 
rounded with the children God hath gra- 
diouſly given him, the ſeals of his mi- 
niſtry, the humble ſouls that were by his 

preaching tranſlated from darkneſs to light, 

converted from fin to holineſs, and ſweetly 
perſuaded to become the followers of the 
lamb! How does he rejoice with unfeigned 
joy while he clearly difcerns the features of 
WW Chriſt his maſter in their countenances, and. 
ll the evident expreſſions of ſincerity and love 
in their lives! Ve are, ſays he, ' dearly 
beloved, my joy, my crown of rejoicing.” (a) 
But what is even this joy when compared 
with that which refults from the aſſurance 
he receives in heaven, that his labours have 
met with the divine approbation; and that 
this, chat and the other immortal ſpirit 
ſhall ſhortly arrive there, in eonſequenee of 
the bleſſed ſucceſs attending his miniſtry! 
Ohl what pure, what extatic, what tranſport- 
ing joy muſt his generous ſoul feel from 

theſe tidings! By and by, he ſays exult- 
ing; my faithful people ſhall all of them 


meet me here, and join me in a fong of 
eternal 
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- THI RL V. to conſider this joy, in the 
irglation it bears: to he ſource whence 4.16 d ws 
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578 a the Lond?) — pure, un- | 


mixed, refined and exalted joy. Joy that re- 
ſults from the knowledge of God, the foun- 
ain of all excellence, perfection and happi- 
.neſs—from the knowledge of Chriſt the = 
brightneſs of the Fathers glory, and the ex- 
preſs image. of his perſon from the kuom- 
ledge of the infinitely diverſified, but beautji- 
ful, ſcheme of providenee from the know- 
ledge of the myſter 
he hath abounded towards us in all wiſdom 


of redemption, wherein 885 5 og 


and prudence ſrom the knowledge of kin- | 5 
_ dred-ſpirits, andall the various orders of bo- CE 
ings that inhabit that world. Joy that anke EI 


fromãntimate communion: with G 


deep ſenſe of his love impreſſed 8 7 2 


: heart. 8 excited by a remembrance of a 
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thonfind! things that are paſt, 'by profect 
moſt delightful feelings, and by future 
tranſporting proſpects. Joy to which the 
capacities of the ſoul are fitted, and which 
are ever new and increaſing. In thy pre- 
ſence is fulneſs of joy, and at thy right hand 
are pleaſures for evermore. (a) When God 
means, as he does in heaven, to entertain 


his favourites, thoſe whom he moſt dearly 


loves, with the brighteſt exhibition of his 


glories, Oh! how raviſhing muſt the bliſs be! 


Tis a banquet of love—a banquet infinitely 


"exceeding that which the Perſian monarch 
gave to all his princes and nobles, when 


d he ſhewed the riches of his glorious: 
kingdom, and the honour of his ex- 
cellent majeſty.” (6 Think of the al- 
mighty power of God — think of the un- 


ſpeakable love of his heart — think of the 
expence that attends the falvation of ſin- 


ners — think of the pangs the Saviour en- 


dured— think of the glories of his reſur- 
rection and aſcenſion think of the general 
idea the apoſtle gives us of heaven when he 
tells us, that being caught up into paradiſe 
he heard and ſaw things that were unutter- 
able —and thence take an eſtimate (and but 
an e one it will yet be) of this joy 


(a) Pſal, xvi. 11. 6 Ether i. 4. 


of 


hp 
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of the Lord. “ Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath 


e re for e e love him.“ hp. 6 
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2. This joy! is als common t 1 all the 
happy Spirits that inhabit that wee 


The joy which a generous alied feels, is 
augmented. by being communicated. The | 


larger the company the greater the happi- 
neſs of every individual that compoſes it. 


Such is the caſe here. God is himſelf infi- 


nitely bleſſed. Chriſt, as mediator, is in full 
poſſeſſion of all the glories to which he is 


entitled by kis ſufferings and death. The 
Holy Spirit, the comforter, is divinely happy 
in ſhedding his benign influences on all 
around him. Angels of every order, and | 


men of every rank that have arrived at 
that world, are all happy. What a prodi= 
gious company! cherubim and ſeraphim, 
principalities, thrones and dominions; pa- 


triarchs, prophets. and apoſtles; martyrs, 
confeſſors and ſaints of every deſeription; 
all exulting in the full poſſeſſion of ſub- 


ſtantial and uninterrupted bliſs ! They all 


en the throne of God and the Lamb, 
e 552215 onde 


(a) I, Cor, ii. 9. 
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derive their joys from the ſame! ſource,” and, 
communicate them with infinite delight 
to each other. Every faithful ſervant to 
whom Chriſt his maſter layss : Enter. thou 
into the joy of thy Lord; receives the 
congratulations of all the reſt, of the happy 
company. Angels clap their wings. The 
morning ſtars, thoſe ſons of God, ſhout 
for Joy, And the whole | choir of the 
bleſſed ſtrike their golden | harps, and make 
the temple of their God reſound with and 
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and degrade it to the rank of brutes. Joy 
ſpringing from the acquiſition of power, 
wealth and applauſe, ſwells the breaſt with 
intolerable pride. And vanity too often ac- 
cC0ocmpanies intellectual enjoyments. Yea 
the pureſt; pleaſures which Chriſtians here 
partake of are not free from corrupt mix- 
tures. And it ſometimes happens that ſud- 
den joy overpowers the ſoul, and almoſt en- 
dangers the man's exiſtence. But it is not 

ſo above. The joys of paradiſe, extatic as 

they are, create no di forder, no tumult, no 
| — 
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painful ſenſations..; The immortal mind. ſuſ- 
tains the viſion of. God with firmneſs, ., and, 
the pleaſures reſulting from his favour, yaſt, 
as they are, trill through the ſoul with 

ſweet ſerenity and delight. They don't de- 
baſe, but exalt. They. don't alienate the 
heart from God, but unite it to him. They 
don't generate pride and vain-glory, but re- 
verence and humility. They don't excite 
animoſity and ill- will, but pure friendſhip 
and love. This joy makes all happy and 
holy, like him from whom it proceeds; 
and of conſequence forms them all into an 
exact reſemblance of each other. — In a 
word, 155 9 2 | | 


Mi and a. This Joy 1s uninterrupted 
and eternal. 


How ſoon, i in the preſent life, do our joys 
Guile and die away! The laughter of 
— is as the crackling of thorns under the 

” (a) The ſenſualiſt grows ſick of his 
3 almoſt as ſoon as he poſſeſſes them. 
Wealth, power and applauſe quickly pre- 
cipitate men from the eminence to which 
they had exalted them, into diſappointment, 
diſe Safe and wretchedneſs. And ah! Chriſ- 
tians, 


be) e l 6; 


El: 3o 1 
tant, how ſoon 'do we loſe the ſavour of ; 
our nobleſt enjoyments here on earth! A 
thouſand vain objects captivate our affgc- 
tions, and ſteal our hearts away from our 
God. A thouſand cares and anxieties 
ſpring up in our breaſts, and pollute our 5 
pureſt pleaſures. But it is not ſo in heaven. 
The joy of which I have been ſpeaking is 
as permanent as it is extatic. It ſuffers no 
diminution or | interruption. The objects 
that excite it are ever before the eye. The 
capacities that receive it are liable to no 
weakneſs or decay. The fountain from 
whence it flows is inexhauſtible. Theſe 
waters, like Ezekiel's, riſe not to the ancles, 
knees or loins only, but to a river, a ſea not 
to be fathomed. Enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord.“ Be overwhelmed with it. 
Be baptized in it, as was the Saviour in ſuf- 
ferings. And Oh! what infinite pleaſure 
muſt it afford the ſaints to be aſſured, that as 
their bliſs ſhall be continually increaſing, ſo 
it ſhall know no end! The ſun ſhall never 
go down on thoſe pure and pleaſant regions. 
One age ſhall roll on after another, and 


. when millions have revolved in perpetual 


1 their . will be but be- 
ginning. 


Thus 


[£821 3] 
Thus have we taken/a" diſtant and very 
imperfe& view of the joys to which mi- 
niſters, and indeed all the faithful ſervants 
of Chriſt, are admitted at death. It re- 
mains that we apply theſe. meditations to 
the purpoſe for which they have been held 
up to your view. In the mean time, permit 
me to call your attention, a moment, to 
three very important ideas intimately con- 
Y nected _ our OT” . | 


The feſt is the en of a 3 ſtate 
of happineſs. What we have been telling 
you of the joys of heaven, is no cunningly 
deviſed fable; not the fruit of imagination 
and impoſture. It is the clear, expreſs 
doctrine of ſeripture, wherein life and im- 
mortality are brought to light. And the 
bible hath the ſupport of every kind of 
evidence, internal and external, that can 
reaſonably be deſired. Nor are we afraid 
that the authenticity of chis bock ſhould be 
enquired into. Let the Evidence on which 
it ſtands be examined to the bottom. The 
more it is conſidered, the more it will ſatisfy 
an unprejudiced mind. Its aſſurances with 
teſ pect to a future ſtate fall in, too, with the 
dictates of right reaſon, and well agree with 
many appearances around us that could not 
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Adbeſt you have in proſpect, is the fruit of 


then have a meritorious claim to the joys of 


of the bleſſed God, to give his own ſon Out 


ye Worthy is the lamb: that was ſla 


1 
bel erbessſe be ſatis factorily explained. Fre- 
quently. con tem plate, -Chriſtians,the, grounds 
on which your faith is built; that you 
may enjoy the comfort af it, and that 
vour tempers and lives ys bes hl in- 
a watund ud mo 1507 179267 ot She: 


x 


1 tows ee to * e th the Dleſ- 


— 


the free grace of God through the mediation 
of Chriſt. * As ſin hath reigned unto 
death, even ſo hath grace reigned through 
Tighteouſneſs unto. eternal life, by Jeſus 
Cbriſt our Lord. (a). We had forfeited all 
the comforts of this life, how could we 


another? It is all of grace. Oh! how 
amazing was the compaffion and goodneſs 


of his boſom to die for us! Ohl howamazing 
the love of Chriſt, to open to our view 
ſuch glorious proſpects as theſe, at no leſs 
zan expence than that of his obedience, 
death, reſurrection and interce 


receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 
— — and honour, and glory and bleſ- 


2 * i | = £7 34% © 
= TT . 29870 Again, 
wad (a) 45 v. 21. (5) Rev. v. as 
a | 
| 


- 
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Again, « Let us give diligence to make 
our calling and election ſure.” (a) Of 
what avail will it be to us that there is ſuch 
a ſtate of happineſs, if we are at length re- 
fuſed admiſſion to it? And there is no ad- 
miſſion to heaven without a meetneſs for it. 
Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee 
the kingdom of God.” (5) A moral 
change muſt paſs on the heart. There muſt 
be a ſuitableneſs of temper to the refined 
FX pleaſures and exalted ſervices of that 
own Afate. By theſe meaſures let us try our- 
* ſelves. Time is ſhort. The world is paſ- 
XZ * fing quick away. Eternity is haſtening 
upon us. Now is the accepted time, x 
now is the day of falvation.” (e) 


But my principal object i is, to derive an 
argument from what hath been ſaid of the 
joys of heaven, to reconcile you, my 

friends, to the ſad providence which is the 
occaſion of this ſolemnity. A ſad provi- 
dence it is! You feel, you deeply feel—and + 
vie feel with you. You have loſt your friend, 
your guide, your ſhepherd. You will no 
more ſee his face, no more hear his voice, 
no more receive the bread of life at his 
hands, no more enjoy his inſtructions, 
counſels 


(a) 2 Peter i i. 10, (6) John | iii. 3. (0) 2 Cor. vi. 2 
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counſels and admonitions. You may be al- 


| lowed to weep— tis fit, tis right you ſhould. 
Chriſt himſelf wept at the grave of his 


friend Lazarus. — But till, let not your 


ſorrow exceed. He is not loſt, but gone 
before. True, you will ſee him no more 
here; but by and by you ſhall fee him in 
yonder world — in the ſociety of the bleſ- 
ſed —in the preſence of his God and your 


God. Hear what he ſays to you from the 


| bright manſion he poſſeſſes above. Me- 
thinks he thus expoſtulates with you—ex- 
| poſtulates in the language of Chriſt to his 
diſciples——** If ye loved me, ye would 
rejoice, becauſe I ſaid, I go unto the Fa- 
ther.” Wipe up your tears then. The time, 
brethren, is ſhort. Let us weep as though 
we wept not. hut forget him you cannot 
forget him you ought not. Oh! remember 

him often remember him! Nor ſhould I 


do juſtice to myſelf or to you, did J not on 


this occaſion hold him up to your and my 
own view. Great reſpect is due to the me- 
mory of the truly venerable deceaſed. *Tis 
fincere reſpect we mean to pay reſpect un- 
mixed with e which truth 


and love late. 


1 


Dr 
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oy” N Wallin was the ſon of Mr. 
Edward Wallin, who was an excellent man, 
| and for many years a worthy paſtor of this 
church. On his deceaſe, Mr. Abraham 
Weſt, a promiſing young perſon, was choſen 
to that office. e dying, our dear de- 
parted friend, after the interval of about 
ſeven years from his father's death, was in- | 
vited to accept the charge. It was with 
no ſmall reluctance, the effect of ſelf-diffi- 
dence and a deep ſenſe of the importance 

of the work, he complied. My dear and 
honoured father was the principal inſtru- 
ment under God of removing his difficul- 

ties, and of afliſting him in his prepara- 
tions for this ſervice ; which he often ac- 

| Knowledged with great affection and grati- 

= tude. And there are thoſe yet living who 

= can teſtify what ſerious regard he paid 8 

1 the voice of God in this matter. Nor 

ſhould I forget to obſerve here, that in his b 
laſt illneſs he aſſured me with pleaſing fatiſ- 
faction, that upon the faireſt examination 

he was capable of making into the prin- 

_ Ciples and views with which he firſt en- 
tered on a profeſſion of religion, and after- 
wards engaged in the work of the miniſtry, 
he had the ſentence of his mind and con- 

ſeience i in his favour. 


2 : 3 Thus 
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Thus ſetting out in the ſervice of his di- 
vine maſter, he purſued the great objects of 
his miniſtry with faithfulneſs, diligence 
and ſucceſs. An habitual reverence he had 
of God upon his ſpirit, particularly in 
prayer. The voice of providence he at- 
tentively regarded i in the various incidents 

of his life. To the goſpel of Chriſt, as a 
' ſcheme adapted to magnify both the juſtice 
and the grace of God, and to reſtore men 
to his likeneſs as well as his favour, he 
ſteadily adhered. In explaining the doc- 
trines, and recommending the inſtitutions 
of primitive Chriſtianity, he paid a very 
particular regard to the ſcriptures, often 
obſerving how much it is the duty of mi- 
niſters, like the apoſtles, to reaſon out of 
the word of God. So. that his preaching 
was methodical, ſcriptural and, practical. 
He was happy, too, in accommo ating his 
ſubjects to public occaſions, having the 
great object of doing good ever in view, 
He laboured to get at the conſciences of his 
hearers, to 8 rouſe the impenitent, to direct 
the enquiring, to comfort the diſtreſſed, to 
animate the ſlothful, and to edify the faith- 
ful. And it pleaſed God to ſucceed his 
labours, in not a few inſtances, to the great 
4 of his heart. Nang of you, my friends, . 
„ 


„ 1 

if not all, may be ſaid to be his ſpiritual 
children. And as ſuch he tenderly loved 
you. Your intereſts, in your individual and 
collective capacities, lay near his heart. He 
 ſymphathized with you in your ſorrows, 
and rejoiced with you in your joys, both 
on a ſpiritual and temporal account, Your 
attention to the ſocial duties of religion, to 
which he earneſtly preſſed you, gave him no 
ſmall pleaſure. Never was he ſo happy as 
when preſiding among you, on ſtated or oc- 
caſional meetings of the church. And 
with particular ſatisfaction he mentioned to 
me, in his laſt illneſs, your having ſo many 
of you met together to offer prayer t to God 
on his account. | 


Nor wah his labours for the glory of 
God, and the good of men, confined to 
this community. He was glad of every op- 
portunity to promote the intereſts of other 
churches, and the cauſe of religion in ge- 
neral, by his counſels and occaſional fervices.- 
He was a man of a public ſpirit. And, 
firmly attached as he was to the doctrines of 
the reformation, and to that particular de- 
nomination to which he belonged, he ſin- 
cerely loved all good men wherever he met 
with them: and gave Proof of his cordial 
| regard 


1 „ 

d to the intereſts of religious liberty, 
5 uſing his endeavours, in concert with 
his brethren, to promote and enlarge it. In 
Mort, it may be truly ſaid of him, he was a 
good: man, a ſteady friend, an experienced 
Chriſtian, and an able and faithful miniſter 
of the goſpel. He was not indeed without 
his infirmities, but theſe were of ſuch a kind 
as quickly to recede from the view of thoſe. 
who knew him: and they who were inti- 
a mately acquainted with him will ever re- 

tain a ep Sexe of his great. worth. 

| For6y years "by a * months he ſpent, 
my friends, in your ſervice. And how 
holily, juſtly and unblameably he lived 
you know; and indeed all who knew him 
will teſtify: for he maintained to the laſt a 
character honourable in the fight of all men. 
During this long term he was but rarely 
interrupted in his work by illneſs. Vet 
afflictions he did meet with, which he pa- 
tiently endured, and the ſanctified uſe of 
which he evidently experienced. And, as 
he was often uſed to ſay, it was in his heart 
to live and die with you, ſo his wiſh was 
gratified. 


[$1] 


His laſt illneſs was not protracted to a very 
great length: and whatever pains he ſuf- 
fered, many comforts were mingled with 
them. He was ſurrounded with friends 
who tenderly felt with him in his ſorrows, as 
he had been uſed to feel with them in 
theirs. And what was his greateſt mercy 
of all, he enjoyed ſweet compoſure of mind, 
well fatisfied as to his ſtate towards God; 
and that he had built his hope on the right 
foundation. * He knew whom he had 
believed, and was verily perſuaded that he was 
able to keep what he had committed to 
him againſt the great day. (4) The faith- 
fulneſs of God, in particular, he frequently 
ſpoke of, as a fource whence he drew ſub- 
ſtantial conſolation. His reaſon was con- 
tinued to him very nearly to the cloſe of 
life. And ſome of the laſt words he was 
heard to pronounce were— Oh ! pardon . 
rejoicing | —[——, Thus died this excel- 
lent man! And Oh! how inconceiveable muſt 
have been the pleaſure his immortal ſpirit 
felt, when, as he paſſed the gates of the 
celeſtial city, he heard his maſter ſay, —— 
„Well done, good and faithful ſervant, en- 
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord!“ 


And 


(a) 2 Tim. i. 12. 


„„ 


And now having followed him up into 
heaven, the mount of transfiguration, let 
us be content to go down thence, and 
mingle again with the company of which 
he the other day made one. Let us now 
talk to one another as if he were among us, 
or rather let me deſcend from this place, 
and do you imagine him the ſpeaker.— To 
miniſters he would ſay, Be ye followers of 
me as I have been of Chriſt.” (4) Be faith- 
ful, be diligent, be conftant. Wonder not 
that youlmeet with your difficulties. Do not 
be diſcoùra ged. A few more ſighs and 
groans, a/ 4 more ſtruggles with ſin and 
ſenſe, a/few more conflicts with the powers 
of darkneſs, and the combat will be at an 
end. You ſhall receive a crown of. glory, as I 
have done.” 


To you, the people whom he ſo affection- 
ately loved, he would ſay, Weep not for 
me. Rejoice that I am got beyond the 
reach of pain and ſorrow, and teſtify your 
love to me by fulfilling my laſt will. 
Cleave unto God with purpoſe of heart. 
Attend faithfully and chearfully on all the 
appointments of his houſe. Be united 
among yourſelves. ' Prefer the public to 

i | our 


- (4a) Cot: Xs „„ 
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your i own private intereſts. Pray ralghtily 
to God for a paſtor after his own heart. 
Set examples of piety, forbearance and love _ 
before all around you. Finally, bre= 
thren, he would farther add, farewell: be 
perfect, be of good comfort, be of one 
mind, live in peace, and the God of love 


and peace ſhall be with you. (a) 


And, if the pleaſures of that: weed. © 
would admit of a moment's intermiſhon, 
if a tear might be allowed to fall from the 
eye of a ſervant thus entered into the joy of 
the Lord, if paſt painful feelings might 
again return; he would thus addreſs you 
| of this Wa who have hitherto re- 
mained thoughtleſs and impenitent, How 
often, how often would I have gathered 
vou, as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, but ye would not! Repent, and 
be converted every one of you. Now is 
the accepted time, now is the day of fal- 
vation. Death is approaching. The judge 

is at the door. How will you eſcape if you 
neglect ſo great ſalvation ?”— In fine, he 
would ſoothe the troubled breaſts of all his 
afflicted friends, of this and other commu- 

* 885 DL nities; 


(a) 2 Cor. xiii. 14 
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0 . debaſing to humanity, how af. 
fecting and ſolemn is death ! Death 
breaks every ſocial connexion, diſſolves the 
tendereſt ties, and ſeparates the two conſti- 
tuent parts of man. It conſigns the body to 
putrifaction, and tranſmits the ſoul into an 
untried ſtate of exiſtence; while ſurviving 
friends lament: the loſs. which they have 
ſuſtained by the awful ſtroke. | 


But, however incapable they who are 
deſtitute of divine revelation may be, to ac- 
count for ſuch painful and ſorrowful events; 
yet we who have read the bible and con- 
ſidered its inſpired contents, cannot be ig», 
norant of their true cauſe. [We cannot but 
know, that man is a fallen creature; that he. 
has loſt his original rectitude; that he is a 
tranſgreſſor of Jehovah's | law; and is, 
therefore, liable to pain, and ſickneſs, and 
death. Sin entered into the world, and 
death by fin;” iS * language of unerring. 
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wiſdom. *© Due thou art, and to duſt 


- ſhalt thou return ;” was the ſentence of the 


ſupreme Judge, pronounced on our firſt of- 


Fending father. Whence it appears, that 
ur is the cauſe of all our n A 


1 aid, Of all our m miſery. But whoſe 
tongue can fully declare, or what pen mi- 


nutely deſcribe, the vaſt multitude of hu- 


man evils - included under thoſe general 


terms? To what prodigious bulk would 


the hiſtory of a manꝭs life be ſwelled; did it: 
contain: à particular detail of his animal 
weak neſſes and mental infirmities; his bo- 


dily pains and | conſcious troubles! Yet: 
What are the pains of the preſent ſtate ?- 


What are the troubles of fixty or ſeventy 


| years,” in compariſon; with thoſe miſeries 
which the ungodly! ſuffer when they leave 


the world? Could we follow, in contem- 
plation, the departed fpirit of a ſinner WhO 


disd under a charge of guilt; could: we 
form a complete idea of what a loſt: ſoul: 


muſt fbel in the limited fpace of ten thou- 


ſand ages, or even of a thouſand years; we 


ſnould be ſhocked tat the thought and quite 


confounded. How awful, then, beyond 
imagination awful, muſt be an eternal ſtate 


* 1: Fet this, . fellow mortals, 


5 even 


2+ 
2 
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even this: is the fruit and the unavoidable 


conſequence: of ſin, where ſovereign grace 


does not interpoſe its benign agency, to re- 


deem and regenerate, to ſanctify and ſave. 


For the wages of ſin is death; even that 
death, which ſtands oppoſed to life eter- 


nal. 


And is a tranſgreſſion of God's law: of 
ſuch awful importance? Are offences againſt 
the divine Majeſty ſo terribly deſtructive? 
Is it ſin that produces all the wretchedneſs 


1 the preſent life, and all the miſery of a 


future ſtate ? Surely, then, an occaſion of 


this kind—an opportunity of looking in- 


to a grave, and of beholding the place of 


human ſculls, ſhould not be treated with 


indifference. The preſent event is the 
voice of God to mortals; is the voice of 
God to us; and its momentous import is, 
« Be ye ready! For ere long, and you muſt 
die. Ere long, and you alſo muſt enter the 
invifible ſtate; there to be\exalted on 


thrones of celeſtial bliſs, or confined in dun- 
geons of infernal woe. Yes; my fellow 


ſinners, the time is coming, the hour is at 


hand, when you and I muſt either aſcend, to 


exult and ſing with angels; or fink in the 


dark profound, to blaſpheme and rage 


_ with 


(at 1 
with devils. Delightful, dreadful thoughts | 


They fire the foul with immortal hopes, 
or freeze the blood with chilling fears. 


But though the ſtate of man, conſidered 
as an offender againſt God, is awful beyond 
conception; yet the goſpel opens a door of 
hope for the guilty and the wretched. Ves, 
the: goſpel reveals a Saviour, whoſe atoning 
blood is equal to all our guilt ; whoſe grace 
is equal to all our unworthineſs; and whoſe 
mediation is equal to all our wants. In- 
tereſted in his death, our fins are pardoned : 
inveſted with his righteouſneſs, our perſons 

are juſtified: and renewed by his Spirit, we 
are made fit ( for the inheritance of ſaints 
in light.” Cheering, charming, raviſhing 
truths |. | Do OD 


With the ſalutary nature yy 1 fanRifying 
influence of theſe truths, our dear deceaſed 
Brother, our venerable departed Father, was 
well acquainted. They were the joy of his 
younger days, and the ſupport of his ad- 

vancing age. Under their benign influence, 
he patiently bore the acuteſt pains, and was 
calm, compoſed, and cheerful, in the near 
proſpect of diſſolution. That forgiveneſs 


which is with God; that pardon which 
a flows 


8 1 49 ] | 
flows in the blood of Immanuel; engaged 
his thoughts and rejoiced his heart, when 
he felt himſelf on the verge of eternity. 
Oh! —pardon {—rejoicing ! — I were the 
laſt articulate ſounds from his dying lips, 
that conveyed a determinate meaning to his 
attendant and ſorrowing friends. 


 Andas, under the character of a Chriſtian, 
he knew the importance and taſted the 
ſweetneſs of theſe evangelical truths; ſo he 
did not fail, as a Preacher of the word, to 
make them the grand ſubje& of his public 
miniſtry. This, doubtleſs, the greater part of 
you that are now preſent, can witneſs. 
Among whom, perhaps, there may be ma- 
ny that have reaſon to conſider themſelves 
as his ſpiritual children; being born from 
above, and converted to Jeſus Chriſt, under 
his miniſtrations. Such, therefore, cannot 
but remember his name, and reflect on his 
labours, with peculiar gratitude to God, 
« who made him an able miniſter of the 
New Teſtament.” Nor are there any mem 
bers, T truſt, of that community over which 
he prefided, but have reaſon to bleſs the 
Author of all good, for his public miniſtry; 
his private advice, and his chriſtian ex- 
ample. So that while their tender paſſions 
Go: —_— 


1 


are deeply intereſted, on this very Glewn 
occaſion; they are bound to acknowledge 
the kindnels of Providence in ſparing their 
Paſtor ſo long; in rendering his work ſo 
- uſeful; and in preſerving his character free 
from reproach, tor ſuch a ſeries of years. 

It is n to e my 1 0 
friends, that you do not lament the death of 
your honoured Paſtor, „as thoſe that have 
no hope; as if you feared, he had either 


Joſt his conſcious exiſtence, or exiſted in a 


ſtate of torment. No, bleſſed be God! 
you ſecretly congratulate his departed ſpirit 


on its happy tranſition into a ſtate of ter- 
nal reft. And, as to his body, though no- 


diepoſited in the gloomy ſepulchre, and no 


longer the object of your tender concern; 


yet you do not conſider it as abſolutely diſ- 


regarded, nor as in its final abode; but as 
under the care of Providence, and as in a 


temporary lodging, till the ſound of the 


archangel's trumpet ſhall be heard through 
all the regions of the dead. Then, you 


doubt not, but what is now ſown in weak- 


neſs, diſhonour, and deformity ; - ſhall be 
raiſed from the duſt in immortal vigour, 
glory, and beauty.—And though your mi- 


niſter is gone, yet his doctrine remains; for 


3 
„ 


25 


| —__ 
it is. © the everlaſting goſpel,” Though 
your Paſtor is dead, yet Jeſus lives, as the 
great ſhepherd; as king in Sion; and as Lord 
of the whole creation. Regard, then, the 
doctrines which my deceaſed Senior taught: 
practiſe the duties that he urged : and look 
to the great Head of the church for another 
| Paſtor, ** that ſhall feed you with know- 
ledge and underſtanding.” Make it your 
mutual endeavour, to maintain the truth, in 
its purity and importance ; to obſerve the 
ordinances of divine worſhip, according to 
the primitive pattern; to live in love; and 


then the God of love and peace ſhall be 
with you.” 


It is to be feared, that there are indivi- 
duals in this aſſembly, who have often 
heard the goſpel from the lips of the dear 
' Deceaſed to very little purpoſe. Some of 
you, perhaps, have had your conſciences, 
now and then, - arouſed by his faithful ad- 
_ dreſſes, and your paſſions moved by his ten- 
der expoſtulations; yet have ſoon returned 
to folly, and been as carnal and careleſs as 
ever. Your miniſter has preached and 
prayed, with a view to your happineſs. 
Your miniſter, having finiſhed his work, is 
releaſed from the toils of his office, and has 
HS - ; received, 
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received, we truſt, the approbation of his di- 
vine Maſter; while you” tremble to think. 
of it while ye are yet in your fins. Alas, 


alas, for you! Let me charge you, then, by 
the vaſt importance of thoſe divine truths 
you have ſo often heard and ſo much neg- 


lected; by the immenſe worth of your im- 
mortal ſouls, of which you have thought ſo 


little —by all the ſolemnities of death, and 


by the terrors of eternal judgement, would 


I charge you, To take heed leſt your de- 


parted miniſter ſhould be a ſwift witneſs 
ainſt you, at the r day of the Lord. 


On ſuch an lion” as this, it is proper 
that we, who bear the miniſterial character, 
ſhould feel with redoubled force, our obli- 
gations to diligence in the faithful diſcharge 
of that ſacred truſt which is repoſed in us. 


Our great buſineſs is, as my brethren well | 


know, to preach the goſpel of God, and to- 
watch for the ſouls of men; We are 
bound, fo to preach, as to commend our- 
ſelves to the enlightened and impartial con- 
ſcience; and ſo to watch, as thoſe that 
muſt give an account” of their whole con- 
duct. To entertain and to pleaſe, are the 
deſign of an actor on the ſtage; not of a 
miniſter in his pulpit. Our parts and 
| EE learning, 


ra — 
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learning, our ſpiritual gifts and ſacred office, 
anſwer the great end of the Chriſtian mi- 
niſtry no further, than they are means of 
promoting true virtue and real piety. Nor, 

in any other view, can the exerciſe of them 
afford peaceful reflections, when we come 


to die. It is poſſible for us to gain the ap- 


plauſe of a multitude, while the principles 
on which we act, and the end at which we 
aim, are deteſtable in the fight of God; and 
ſuch as our own conſciences, if awake, muſt 
abhor, in the near views of eternity. Of 
this our venerable deceaſed Friend was well 
aware, as I learnt from frequent converſation 


with him. — This event ſhould alſo excite us 


to greater circumſpection in our general 
conduct. For it is the voice of our ſove- 


reign Lord to us; and its language is, Ere 


long, and ye alſo muſt give an account of your _ 
ſtewardſhip. We ſhould, therefore, often 
examine the ſtate of our ſouls, and the te- 


nour of our converſation. We ſhould be 
more concerned than ever, to expreſs, ; 


our own tempers and lives, the genius and 
tendency of that goſpel we preach to others, 


ſo as to be a pattern of godlineſs to them. 


For though our hearers live under the ſame 
ſyſtem of divine laws with ourſelves; and 


9 they are equally bound to obſerve 
thoſe 
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thoſe laws; yet our ſeparation from ſecular 
employments, and our ſtation in the church 
of God, muſt be conſidered as additional 


motives to an exemplary converſation. And 


as providence has made a. breach, both in 
the church to which the Deceaſed ſtood re- 
lated, and in our own connection, as mi- 
niſters ; we ſhould be careful to cultivate the 


moſt friendly regard to that community, in 


its preſent circumſtances, and the warmeſt 
affection one to another, as not knowing 


how ſoon we may be ſeparated by repeated 
ſtrokes of the ſame 1 hand. 


( 


Ad . ſhall I ſay to you, in "RY | 
that are giddy, and thoughtleſs, and un- 
converted ? Some of you came hither, it 


may be, with no more devotion or ſeriouſ- 


peſs, than if you had been going to the 


playhouſe; and have heard, perhaps, with 
as little regard to your own diſſolution, as if 


not a word had been ſaid relating to it. 


Vour ſtate commands my pity; but the 
temper of your hearts deſerves abhorrence. 


What, will you treat the admonitions of 
Providence and the ſolemnities of death, the 
truths of God and the welfare of your own 
ſouls, as if they were trifling things! Bleſ-" 


ſed God! that ever thy creatures ſhould 
thus 


1 


chus deſpiſe thee! that ide beings 
ſhould thus forget themſelves ! What, if 
Jehovah ſhould ſwear, in his wrath, «© Ye 

ſhall never enter into my reſt ?” What, if 
| God ſhould retaliate upon you, and have ag 

little regard to your happineſs, as you have 
to his honour? What, if the favour he 
ſhew to your ſouls, ſhould be exactly pro- 
portioned to the delight which you take in 
his worſhip? What, then, would become of 
you? Muſt you not fink and periſh for 
ever, as the deſpiſers of Chriſt, as enemies 
of God, and as inimical to your own feli- 
city? Remember, ſinners! that ye are in 
the hands of an offended Sovereign, and 
quite uncertain how he will diſpoſe of you: 
May the God of all grace” enlighten your 
minds and awaken your conſciences ! May 
he convert your hearts, and manifeſt his in- 
finite mercy. in your ſalvation! Or elſe, 
when death approaches, it will not be, as it 
is often falſely repreſented, to exact a debt 
that is due to nature; much leſs will it 
come, as a meſſenger of peace: but as a 
miniſter of divine juſtice, to arreſt your per- 
ſons and compel your appearance at the bar 
of God; there to anſwer for all your un- 
bange tempers and criminal conduct. 


Then, Delng intirely deſerted we divine 


odneſs, your : preſen! diſaffection to the 
oyernment. and grace of God, will ripen 
into rage and become perpetual: and, as the 
F fin, as a righteous puntthmen! 
Dou muſt « ſuffer the vengeance of eternal 
fre”: 1 fact i. tremble. for you! Nor can 
I. orbear an ardent petition, that omnipo- 
tent grace may prevent ſuch a ſtate of ever- 
wiekedneſs, and ſuch an immenſe 
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